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Liturgy for the Celebration of Worship
 

December 24, 2021 - Christmas Eve Family Service 

1                                                                                Plymouth Church 

Prelude                                   

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”                                                  arr. Joel Raney 

Linda Mannering & Kim Manz, piano duet 
 

Welcome & Opening Prayer                    Rev. Caroline Lawson Dean 

 

*Opening Carol  

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”                                      (See next page, vs. 1,3, &4) 
 

Call to Worship (Bold text read in unison)                    

One:    We have seen darkness in the world around us.  

  So we have come in search of the light. 

Many:    A child is born for us!    

One:       We light these candles as a sign of hope, peace, joy,  

  and love shining in the night.   

Many:    A child is born for us! 

One:    We come to see the child that has been born, 

Many:    A child is born for us! 

One:    We come to gather in the glow of the stable, 

Many:    A child is born for us! 

One:    We come to sing with angels and wonder with shepherds. 

Many:    A child is born for us! 

One:    Come and worship, worship the one  

  who is born for us this day. 

All:      A child is born for us! 

This celebration has been created to include the entire family. We expect the 

Sanctuary to be a lively place! Every child is invited to participate as an angel or 

shepherd. Costumes are available in the Narthex. 
 

If you need a place to calm your infant, please feel free to go to the Narthex (at the 

rear of the Sanctuary) or the Infant Room next to the nursery.  The service will be 

broadcast live in the Infant Room. 
 

When you see an * and if you can do so comfortably, please stand. 
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O Come, All Ye Faithful
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Lighting of the Christ Candle                  Vespestad/Johnson Family 

 

Musical Offering                  

“The First Noel”                                                                           arr. Carol Matz 

McCarty Lamb & Linda Mannering, piano duet                                                         
 

“Carol of the Bells”                                                                     arr. Carol Matz 

Meyer Lamb & Linda Mannering, piano duet                                      
 

First Reading                                                          Luke 1:26-35, 38 
 

In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 

called Nazareth, to a woman engaged to a man whose name was Joseph,  

of the house of David. The woman’s name was Mary.  
 

And the angel  came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is  

with you.”  
 

But Mary was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of 

greeting this might be.  
 

The angel  said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 

with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you  

will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the  

Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor  

David.  He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 

there will be no end.”  
 

Mary said to the angel, “How can this be?”  
 

The angel  said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power  

of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be  

holy; he will be called Son of God.” 
 

Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me  

according to your word.”  
 

Then the angel departed from her. 

 

Carol                                                                       

“Away in a Manger”                                                                   (See next page)                                             
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Second Reading                                                           Luke 2:1-20 
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world  

should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while 

Quirinius was governor of Syria.  
 

All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the  

town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem,  

because he was descended from the house and family of David.  

Away in a Manger



 

 

He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was  

expecting a child.  
 

While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she  

gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid 

him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

In that region there were shepherds  living in the fields, keeping watch over  

their flock by night. Then an angel  of the Lord stood before them, and the  

glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. (Shepherds 

are invited to sit on the chancel steps at this time) 
 

But the angel  said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you  

good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of  

David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you 

will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”  
 

And suddenly there was with the angel   a multitude of the heavenly host,  

praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth  

peace among those whom he favors!” (Angels are invited to sit on the  

chancel steps at this time) 
 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to  

one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken  

place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 
 

When the shepherds saw this, the shepherds  made known what had been  

told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the  

shepherds  told them. So the shepherds  went with haste and found Mary 

and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 

 

Solo                                                                                Wanda Herron 

“Some Children See Him”            Lyrics by Wihla Hutson, Music by Alfred Burt 

 

Third Reading                                                                      Luke 2:19 
 

The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard  

and seen, as it had been told them. But Mary treasured all these words and  

pondered them in her heart.   
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*Carol                                                       “Go Tell It on the Mountain” 
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the children will participate in a Nativity parade.  angel & shepherd guides 

will usher the children up and down the aisles and then back to their seats 

during the final verse. 
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Light of the World                                                             John 1:1-5 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word  

was God. He was in the beginning with God.  All things came into being  

through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has  

come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.   

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

 

Carol                                                                              “Silent Night” 

At this time, parents may distribute and lift up candles. 
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Christmas Prayer                                       Rev. Caroline Lawson Dean 

 

Lord’s Prayer (Join in reading) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

*Carol      

“Joy to the World”                                                      (See next page, vs. 1 & 4) 



 

 

Joy to the World!
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Gathering of the Offering                  The Christmas Eve Mission Fund 

 

The Christmas Eve offering at Plymouth is one of the congregation's gifts to 

the Lawrence community and beyond.  The Offering will be split equitably 

among three areas: The Plymouth Language Program, Justice Matters, and 

the United Church of Christ’s “Our Church’s Wider Mission.” 

 

*Benediction 

 

Postlude 
“Silent Night”                                                                                arr. Joel Raney 

Linda Mannering & Kim Manz, piano duet 

 

Participants in the Service 
Director 

Charlotte MacFarland 
 

Soloist 
Wanda Herron 

 

Musicians 
Linda Mannering 

Meyer & McCarty Lamb 
Kim Manz 

 

Worship Leaders 
Braeden Soderstrom 

Anna Anderson 
Jackson Zinn 

 

 

The Holy Family 
Elizabeth Anderson 

Hayden Slough 
Mads Gustafson 

 
Cameraman and Video Broadcast 

Jeremy Winfrey 
 

Sound and Lights 
Gretchen Meyer 

 
 
 
 

Join us for a Hymn Sing worship service for the whole family  

this Sunday, December 26, at 9:30 a.m. 

 

Join us any Sunday at 9:30 a.m. or 11:15 a.m. for worship. 

Nursery care is available all morning. 

Sunday School is offered at the 9:30 a.m. service.  

 

For more information about our worship and programs, visit our website at 

www.plymouthlawrence.com 



 

 

  

 
 

Christmas Eve 

Plymouth’s Gift  

to the Community 

 
 
 
 
 

  

The Christmas Eve Celebration offering at Plymouth Church is 

one of this congregation’s gifts to the Lawrence community. The 

offering will be split equitably  among three programs of most 

need as determined by Plymouth’s Mission and Service Board.  

These areas are as follows:  
 

 

Education 

Plymouth Language Program 
 

Social Justice 

Justice Matters 
 

mission 

Our Church’s Wider Mission 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

You may place your cash 

donation or check, payable 

to Plymouth Church, in a 

special green offering en-

velope you will find in this 

bulletin. Baskets with 

green ribbons will be avail-

able at each of the exits 

tonight where you may de-

posit your gift. The congre-

gation of Plymouth Church 

is grateful for your gener-

osity.  Because of you, we 

are able to carry the Light 

of Christ out into the world 

tonight. 



 

 



 

 



 

 

JOIN US @11:15 AM 

OR @ 9:30 AM 

 

Plymouth Congregational  
Church (UCC) Lawrence, Kansas 

Plymouth Church UCC  
of Lawrence, Kansas 

BOTH SERVICES  
BROADCAST LIVE! 

9:30 AM SERVICE BROADCAST LIVE ON THE RADIO @ 1320 KLWN & FM 101.7 



 

 

 

925 Vermont Street  Lawrence,  Kansas 66044 

www.plymouthlawrence.com  • 785-843-3220   

Rev. Dr. Valerie Miller-Coleman, Senior Pastor seniorpastor@plymouthlawrence.com 

Rev. Caroline Lawson Dean, Associate Pastor  associatepastor@plymouthlawrence.com 

Kim Manz, Minister of Music and Fine Arts music@plymouthlawrence.com 

Liz Smith, Welcome & Care Coordinator welcome@plymouthlawrence.com 

An Open & Affirming Congregation of the United Church 
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