Gospel of John

The Way. The Truth. The Life.

John 9:1-41

0:30 Celebration of Worship
Sunday e February 15 « 2026




How can we reclaim the
promise John offers for
our own time and context?
What kind of savior are we
longing to receive? What
in us and in our world
cries out for redemption?
How can we find our way?
Where do we turn to find
the truth about ourselves
and the world around us?
What brings us life?



Gospel of John

The Truth. The Life.

*
please stand in body or spirit when you see an

Greetings
Plymouth Chimes
Prelude Simple Gifts
Michael Hassell
*Call to Worship

Leader  In the beginning was love, a breath moving over still waters.
People  Love lives and grows here.

Leader  Alight shined in the darkness and it shines for all ages.
People  Light and hope shine through us now.

Leader  God calls us “Beloved” and provides a way in the night.
People  Beloved, let us find that way together.

Leader = God promises never to leave us, not now and not ever.
People  Love and light will guide us home.
All Come, let us worship God!



*Wash, O God, Your Sons and Daughters
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Text: Ruth Duck, 1989 United Methodist Publishing House.
Allrights reserved. Reprinted under OnelLicense.net #A715821.
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*Prayer of Invocation (Please, join in reading.)

God of Love, we long to know the comfort of your companionship.
We would love you with our whole hearts, if we could.
We ask you to reveal more of yourself to us.
Move with us beyond the confines of familiar habits.
Set us free from the limitations of our language,
and expand our understanding of you.
Teach our hearts to speak your love.
Shine your light through us that we might reflect
your full image among all whose lives touch ours.
In Christ we pray. Amen.

*Gloria

Glory to the Creator,
and to the Christ, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

Children's Hymn
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Children’s Celebration

Children attending Sunday School go to their designated line up spot after
the Children’s Celebration. Teachers and guides will be holding signs to help
you locate where your child should line up!
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*Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness
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Text and Music: Bernadette Farrell, 71993 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP.
Allrights reserved. Reprinted under OnelLicense.net #A715821.
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Scripture Reading John 9:1-41
Pew Bible NT pg. 102

Reader The Word of God for the people of God.

All Thanks be to God!
Sermon Rev. Dr. Valerie Miller-Coleman
Double Take

Call to Offering

Offertory
Lord of the Dance John Ferguson
Chancel Choir

“Lord of the Dance” written by English composer Sydney Carter portrays the
life of Jesus as a dance that invites all to join in. The lyrics are a narrative of
the key events in Jesus’ life, exploring joy, death, resurrection, and the ongoing
presence of Christ in our lives. Two verses describe events in this morning’s
scripture reading, healing and the unbelief of the Pharisees. Carter’s intention
was to create a hymn than resonates with the idea of Christ as a vibrant, living
presence, inviting all to join in the dance of life. The music SIMPLE GIFTS, an
American Shaker song adds to the rhythmic and uplifting nature.

Carter wrote “I see Christ as the incarnation of the piper who is calling us. He

dances that shape and pattern which is at the heart of our reality.” Inspiration

came from Jesus’ life, the English carol “Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day”
and a statue of the Hindu god Shiva in a dancing pose.

*Doxolog"y (Please, join in singing.)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, you heavenly host;
praise God, and Christ and Holy Ghost.

*Prayer of Dedication



>kPlyIn()uth Covenantl (Please, join in reading.)

In the love of truth and in the spirit of Jesus,
we unite for the worship of God,
and the service of all.
We seek to know the will of God
and to walk in God's ways,
made known or to be made known to us;
to love one another;
to proclaim the Gospel to all the world;
to work and pray for the progress of knowledge,
the promotion of justice, the reign of peace,
and the realization of our shared humanity.
And we look with faith for the triumph of
righteousness and the gift of life eternal. Amen.

Moment for Mission

Justice Matters

Call to Pray CI" (When prompted, join in bold text and singing.)

Leader The Lord be with you,

People and also with you.
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Pastoral Prayer

The Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

(Sing again, Come, Lord Jesus...)

*Be Thou My Vision 339

(Found in your pew hymnal.)

*Benediction

Congregational Response  (people seated and singing.)

God be with you till we meet again.
Loving counsels guide, uphold you,
With a shepherd’s care enfold you:
God be with you till we meet again.
Amen.

Plymouth Chimes

Postlude Hornpipe in D
John Dixon
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The flowers on the chancel are given by Jan Mahlios
in memory of Marc Mahlios.

9 1 Preaching: Rev. Dr. Valerie Miller-Coleman

T()day S Semce Liturgist:gRev. Caroline Lawson Dean

o o Lay Readers: Charlotte MacFarland, Dwight

PaI'thIDantS Hilpman, and Aaron Polson
Minister of Music & Fine Arts: Kim Manz

Children’s Celebration: Colton Pasquale
Acolytes: Meyer and McCarty Lamb
Welcome Team Leader: Mary Lake
Sound, Lights, and Radio: Gretchen Meyer
Cameras and Video: Jeremy Winfrey

Welcome

New to Plymouth?

Please, let us know!




Justice
Matters %)

Network Meeting

Plymouth’s Justice Matters team
invites all Plymouth members and
friends to stand up for justice by
attending our Annual Network

Meeting TODAY at 10:30am in room "

202 North.

If you are newer to the Justice Matters
community, we will have a breakout
session to answer questions and connect
with you.

We will be preparing to mobilize our '
congregation for the Nehemiah Action '
Assembly on April 26th at 2:00pm at the "

Double Tree Hotel.

Justice Matters is a local multi-faith
organization consisting of faith
communities and neighborhood
networks coming together to surface,
understand and address issues of justice,
playing a key role in our community
around issues of affordable housing,
chronic homelessness, elder care, youth
trauma, and restorative practices.
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OWL

Mandatory
~ Parent
Orientation

These meetings are for the parents of children who have signed
up for upcoming OWL classes (see page 17 of this bulletin), and
those still considering participation.

Two simultaneous meetings between services this morning:
¢ Kindergarten and 1st Grade OWL parents meeting in 210 S
» 4th and 5th grade OWL parents meeting in 207 S
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DONATE

BLOOD DRIVE

) | MARCH 3
. 10AM-3PM
_ AT PLYMOUTH CHURCH




Sign up for LINK
THIS SUNDAY at
the Featured
Ministry Table!
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The History of Change at Plymouth Church
TODAY! » 10:45 - 11:30am
The Mayflower Room

The History of Change at Plymouth Church presented by
Plymouth Historian Susan McCarthy. Susan will review the
significant changes made with the Plymouth Church
structure, giving special attention to sanctuary changes.
Time will be allotted for questions and comments.

Called Congregational Meeting
February 22,2026

A called congregational meeting of Plymouth Congregational Church will
be held February 22, 2026 in the sanctuary at the conclusion of the
Combined Worship Service at 9:30.

The pupose of the meeting will be to "discuss and vote upon the
proposed modifications to the chancel" as requested in a petition
received by the Moderator and signed by 5% of the members of the
congregation.

14



Lenten .

Wednesdays 2
at Piymouth Church %4,,,",5“\

[ Spiritual Book Club

Facilitated by Judith Galas

This Lent the Spiritual Book Club will
read David Brooks’ How to Know a
Person: the Art of Seeing Others
Deeply and Being Deeply Seen.

The book, which is $20 in paperback, is widely available. The
Raven Bookstore can have it within five days of your order.
Judith Galas will facilitate the book discussion. Judith asks that
you sign up only if you know that you can make the first meeting
and most of the others. Contact her at judithcgalas@gmail.com.
It’s possible this new beginning will help establish an ongoing
spiritual book club at Plymouth.

. Gentering Prayer

Facilitated by
Rev. Dr. Valerie Miller-Coleman

Prayer seems like a simple practice, but
that doesn’t mean it’s always easy. Practicing
together with a good teacher helps. Wednesday

evenings during Lent we'll gather to practice and study Centering
Prayer as taught by Father Thomas Keating, a Trappist monk who
brought monastic prayer to the local congregation.

Expect contemplative silence, some video and in-person teaching,
and companionship as we learn to pray together. No previous
experience or study necessary.
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) The Radical Grace of God

Facilitated by Rev. Michael Brecke

A Lenten discussion about the radical grace of
God, based on Robert Farrar Capon’s book
“From Noon to Three: Romance, Law, and the
Outrage of Grace.” Robert Farrar Capon is an
Episcopal priest and author. In this book he
explores God's radical grace, how we relate to
that grace and its relationship to and between
“the law and the Gospel.” This will be a no
holds barred, freewheeling discussion of God's
grace and our comfort zones.

(i’ Baptism Class

Facilitated by Rev. Caroline Dean

This will be a small group for parents, adults, and older youth
seeking baptism. We will have interactive teaching sessions,
share resources and explore baptism together. Most of all it will
be a great way to connect with other families and members at
Plymouth. Childcare is available.

Wednesday
Nights*

February 25-April1 Sntp
6.-7pm Oniine Here

Childcare available.
*We will not meet on March 18, Spring Break week!
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Kids at

o
Plymouth =3
Wednesdays ACADENM

@ Kidz Camp!

Kidz Camp! is a place for kids about to go into kindergarten through
elementary school to gather for learning and play, singing songs and
playing games from Tall Oaks Church Camp.

@ K-1st Grade and 4th-5th Grade
"Our Whole Lives" Courses

Our Whole Lives equips children & adults
with accurate, age-appropriate information in
six subject areas: human development,
relationships, personal skills, sexual behavior,
sexual health, and society and culture.

b0
[=]

Grounded in a holistic view of sexuality, Our 5

Whole Lives not only provides facts about M

anatomy and human development, but also Ore
helps participants clarify their values, build .
interpersonal skills, and understand the Detalls &
spiritual, emotional, and social aspects of

sexuality. Slgn Up
For K-1st Grade OWL, a parent or caregiver is Onl | he Here

encouraged to attend with their K-1 student.
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Qinday @
Evenings ®

The 8" grade Stepping Stone small group will
gather at Plymouth on Sunday evenings from
4:30-6pm on the following dates:

Sunday, February 22 (Students and Parents),
Sunday, March 1 (Parents Only) and

Sunday, March 8 (Students and Parents)

Save the date for our 8 Grade Stepping Stone
Blessing on Sunday, March 29 in worship.

v
@ 8th Grade Sepping Sone Small Group

Plymouth's Stepping Stone program is a cradle-to-graduation family
ministry that transforms faith formation for children, youth and parents.
Stepping Stone gatherings encourage and equip parents to be confident
and effective faith mentors for their youth. In these groups you will find
spiritual practices and transformative conversations with other parents
about things that really matter to parents and students at key junctures
in your child’s development.

These groups are for parents and youth in 8" grade. There is one meeting
with parents only.

You will also receive extra resources & take-home rituals. Susie Roman
will be facilitating the 8th grade Stepping Stone group.

Email Rev. Caroline Dean with any questions:
associatepastor@plymouthlawrence.com
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Tattoos on the Heart

Retur ning to Our selves

Plymouth Women'’s Retreat

February 27 & 28, 2026
Sophia Spirituality Center

Atchison, Kansas

Together we will explor e par ables of
kinship illuminating God's unconditional
love and each per son's inher ent goodness
thr ough small gr oup activities, individual
Full Details and | journaling, prayer practices and the ar ts.
Registration
Online Here Father Gregory Boyle wr ites beautifully
on these themes in his books "Tattoos on
the Heart" and "Cherished Belonging.”

Ther e is no requir ed r eading for the

r etr eat; however, r eading either/or (or
even a par t of one!) would be an inspiring
way to deepen your retr eat experience.
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Hrst
ANNUAL
Men's
Retr eat

Navigating
New L ections

Tall ks Conf er ence Center
Linwood Kansas

Mar ch 68 2026

The First Annual Men’s Retreat will be led by Pastor
Keith Herron as we explore Navigating New
Directions, learning to travel in our stories, even as
they change.

Life can be seen as a cycle of from dependence to
independence to interdependence and circling back
again.

WEe'll explore stories we hold
in the library of our own
lives, and we'll explore how
we change the trajectory of
our lives by navigating new
directions as we consider the
threshold moments of
formation, integration, and

intimacy as part of a Mor e Cetails

meaningful whole. & Reg'str ation
20




FEBRUARY MARCH 2026 INSIDE
LENTEN EDITION COMMUNITY + EDUCATION LENT
& MOLY WEEK + MUSIC A HISTORY

PLYMOUTH CHURTH
LAWRENCE, KANSAS

cation that speaks its mind I the serviee of and belie! in 2 Joving and

Plvaonth 5 8 CONEres:
ageepling God, we gladly owit our role as diseiples of jesus Christ in our respective time
and place in the world -

-

T FIND US ONLINE, PLE ASE VISIT

SAFE SPACE
PLYMOL FHLAWRENCE.COM E

Pick up a copy of the
February/March ROCK today.

5 View online

: ‘) here.
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Our Lenten journey
begins on Ash
Wednesday.

Join us at 6pm on
February 18 for this
service of worship with
the imposition of ashes.

ASH
WeD
NES
DAY

AT PLYMOUH CHLRCH

Wednesday « February 18 « 2026
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Sunday School
and Children’s Choir

Rooms for Sunday School

e Preschool Room 106 S
e K-1st Grade Room 205 S
e 2nd-3rd Grade Room 210 S
e 4th-5th Grade Room 206 S

Nursery isin Room 105 S « A nursing/quiet roomisin 104 S

Rooms for Choir

e Cherub Choir (Pre K-1st Grade) Room 205 S
e Carol Choir (2nd-5th Grade) Chapel
¢ Chapel Choir (6th-12th Grade) Chapel

Chapel Choir meets at 10:30am

Worship Bags and Coloring Pages can be found in the Narthex. Children are dismissed
to Sunday School after the Children’s Celebration (approximately at 9:45am) and go to
Children’s Choir afterwards from 10:30-1lam.

Additional Sunday School and Children’s Choir information can be found on the
bulletin board at the South Entrance.

Rev. Dr. Valerie Miller-Coleman, Senior Pastor
seniorpastor@plymouthlawrence.com

Rev. Caroline Lawson Dean, Associate Pastor
associatepastor@plymouthlawrence.com

Kim Manz, Minister of Music and Fine Arts
music@plymouthlawrence.com

Colton Pasquale, Director of Faith Formation
christianed@plymouthlawrence.com

Rev. Michael Brecke, Interim Pastor of Care & Welcome
welcome@plymouthlawrence.com

Jenny O'Brien, Moderator (lay leader)
tjpbrobrien@gmail.com

Plymouth

¥\ Congregational
77O Church
925 Vermont Street Lawrence, Kansas 66044
www.plymouthlawrence.com ¢ 785-843-3220

An Open & Affirming Congregation
of the United Church of Christ ==

SAFE SPACE
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